
 

 

Introduction 

The North Annapurna Base Camp Trek in Nepal is a rare Himalayan adventure that takes 

you to the northern face of Annapurna I, far away from the crowded trails of the Annapurna 

South Base Camp trek. This trek offers a quieter path through pristine valleys, alpine 

meadows, and traditional Gurung villages, culminating in breathtaking views of Annapurna’s 

north face. Over 11 days, you will experience a blend of cultural immersion, natural hot 

springs, glacier exploration, and awe-inspiring scenery. Each trekking day averages five to 

six hours of walking, making it a balanced journey for trekkers who want both challenge and 

serenity. This is one of the best off-the-beaten-path treks in Nepal, ideal for adventure 

seekers looking for authentic Himalayan experiences. 

Trip Overview 

• Trip Duration: 11 Days 

• Starting Point: Kathmandu 

• Ending Point: Kathmandu 

• Maximum Altitude: 4,190m (North Annapurna Base Camp) 

• Difficulty Level: Moderate to challenging 

• Accommodation: Hotels, lodges, and tented camps 

• Best Season: March–May & September–November 

• Popular Keywords: North Annapurna Base Camp trek itinerary, Annapurna trekking 

package, trekking in Nepal, best Annapurna trek routes, offbeat trekking Nepal, 

Annapurna north face trek 

Key Highlights 

•        Close-up views of Annapurna I north face 

•    Trek through rhododendron forests, alpine meadows, and glacier basins 

•            Authentic Gurung culture and village experiences 

•   Relax in natural hot springs at Tatopani 

•                    Balanced trekking days (5–6 hours walking daily) 

•        Remote and peaceful route with fewer crowds compared to Annapurna South 

Base Camp 

•   Ideal for trekkers searching for hidden trekking routes in Nepal 

Why Choose This Trek? 



 

 

Most trekkers head to the popular Annapurna Base Camp trek (south), but the North 

Annapurna Base Camp trek remains a hidden gem. Its remoteness ensures fewer crowds, 

allowing you to enjoy the tranquility of the Himalayas in a more authentic way. The route 

offers unique perspectives of Annapurna I’s north face, which is rarely seen by trekkers, and 

provides opportunities to experience untouched landscapes and traditional Gurung culture. If 

you are looking for a trek that combines adventure, peace, and exclusivity, this is the perfect 

choice. This trek is often described as one of the best alternative Annapurna trekking 

routes in Nepal, making it highly appealing for those searching for Nepal trekking packages 

beyond the mainstream. 

Best Season & Difficulty 

The best time to trek to North Annapurna Base Camp is during spring (March–May) and 

autumn (September–November). These seasons provide clear skies, stable weather, and 

vibrant landscapes, with rhododendron forests blooming in spring and crisp mountain views 

in autumn. The trek is considered moderate to challenging, with daily walks of five to six 

hours and some steep ascents. It is suitable for trekkers with good fitness levels and a spirit of 

adventure, but no prior mountaineering experience is required. This makes it one of the best 

trekking adventures in Nepal for experienced hikers seeking something unique. 

Why Book with Goreto Treks? 

•   Local Expertise: As a Nepal-based trekking company, we specialize in 

Annapurna trekking packages and know the trails, culture, and hidden gems better 

than anyone. 

•         Personalized Service: Small group sizes and customized itineraries ensure a 

more intimate and flexible trekking experience. 

•     Safety First: Experienced guides, proper equipment, and a strong focus on safety 

make your journey worry-free. 

•    Value for Money: Transparent pricing with no hidden costs, offering the best 

balance of quality and affordability. 

•      Authentic Experience: We emphasize cultural immersion, connecting you with 

local communities and traditions along the way. 

Day-by-Day Itinerary 

Day 1: Arrival in Kathmandu (1,350m) 

Your journey begins with your arrival in Kathmandu. Our team will greet you at the airport 

and transfer you to your hotel. In the evening, you will attend a trek briefing where guides 

explain the route, safety measures, and preparations. This day allows you to settle in, explore 

the vibrant streets of Thamel, and prepare for the adventure ahead. 

Day 2: Kathmandu → Pokhara (820m) 

You leave Kathmandu and travel to Pokhara by tourist bus. The six to seven-hour drive winds 

through scenic valleys, rivers, and terraced hillsides. Upon arrival, you can enjoy the peaceful 



 

 

lakeside atmosphere of Pokhara, with views of Machhapuchhre and the Annapurna range 

reflecting in Phewa Lake. 

Day 3: Pokhara → Tatopani → Trek to Hum Khola (2,100m) 

The real adventure begins. You drive from Pokhara to Tatopani, a journey of about five to six 

hours, before starting your trek. Walking along the Myagdi River valley, you pass through 

forests and small settlements, gradually climbing until you reach Hum Khola. After five to 

six hours of trekking, you camp overnight in this serene location. 

Day 4: Hum Khola → Sandhikharka (3,000m) 

You will trek from Hum Khola to Sandhikharka. The trail takes you through rhododendron 

forests and into alpine terrain, with magnificent views of the Annapurna and Dhaulagiri 

ranges opening up as you ascend. After a rewarding day of walking, you spend the night in a 

tented camp at Sandhikharka. 

Day 5: Sandhikharka → North Annapurna Base Camp (4,190m) 

You will continue your ascent to the North Annapurna Base Camp at 4,190 meters. This is 

one of the highlights of the trek, as you enter the glacier basin and stand face-to-face with the 

towering north face of Annapurna I. The scenery here is dramatic and awe-inspiring, and you 

spend the night at base camp surrounded by snow peaks. 

Day 6: Base Camp Exploration & Return to Sandhikharka 

You spend the morning exploring the base camp area, taking short hikes around the glacier 

and capturing photographs of the stunning landscape. Later in the day, you begin your 

descent back to Sandhikharka, retracing your steps and spending the night in a tented camp. 

Day 7: Sandhikharka → Hum Khola 

The trek continues downhill from Sandhikharka to Hum Khola. The walk takes you through 

alpine meadows and forests, and after five to six hours of trekking, you arrive at Hum Khola 

for another peaceful night in a tented camp. 

Day 8: Hum Khola → Narchyang (1,200m) 

You will trek from Hum Khola to the Gurung village of Narchyang. This day offers cultural 

immersion as you experience traditional village life and hospitality. You spend the night in a 

local lodge, enjoying the warmth of the community. 

Day 9: Narchyang → Tatopani → Pokhara 

Today you will trek back to Tatopani, where you can relax in the natural hot springs after 

your walk. This is a perfect way to soothe tired muscles before driving back to Pokhara. You 

spend the night at a hotel in Pokhara, with time to enjoy the lakeside atmosphere once again. 



 

 

Day 10: Pokhara → Kathmandu 

You will return to Kathmandu by tourist bus. The evening is free for shopping, sightseeing, 

or simply relaxing in the capital city before your departure. 

Day 11: Departure 

Today your journey concludes as you are transferred to the airport for your international 

flight home. This marks the end of your unforgettable North Annapurna Base Camp 

adventure. 

 

   Trip Cost Includes 

• Airport transfers in Kathmandu 

• Tourist bus Kathmandu–Pokhara–Kathmandu 

• Private transport Pokhara–Tatopani–Pokhara 

• Accommodation in hotels, lodges, and tented camps 

• All meals during the trek (breakfast, lunch, dinner) 

• Professional trekking guide and porters 

• Annapurna Conservation Area Permit (ACAP) and TIMS card 

• First aid kit and necessary safety equipment 

  Trip Cost Excludes 

• International airfare to and from Nepal 

• Nepal entry visa fees 

• Meals in Kathmandu and Pokhara (except breakfast) 

• Personal expenses such as drinks, snacks, laundry, and phone calls 

• Mandatory travel insurance 

• Tips for guides, porters, and drivers 

• Extra costs due to unforeseen circumstances (weather, landslides, strikes) 

 


